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fromTheEDITOR 


When starting I-back Lawrence 
Phillips was suspended “indefinite- 
ly,” after an assault charge was filed 
by a former girlfriend the night fol- 
lowing the Michigan State game, 
Damon Benning saw his opportunity. 
After two years of backup status, it 
looked like he would finally get a shot 
at carrying more of the load in the 
Husker backfield. 

But a nagging hamstring injury 
(suffered before the season-opener 
against Oklahoma State) kept him out 
of the first three games and post- 
poned his big break. Feeling 90 per- 
cent, Benning came back against 
Pacific and had a career-best 173 
yards on 10 carries. The euphoria 
didn’t last long, as he was replaced by 
then-freshman Ahman Green in the 
Washington State game. Green held 
onto the starting job for the final six 
games of the season. Benning finished 
the season right where he started it — 
as a backup. 

Looking back at the season it 
wasn’t what didn’t happen, but what 
did that matters more to the fifth-year 
senior who was named as a team cap- 
tain prior to this season’s home open- 
er against Michigan State (see page 
11), 

Hot on the heels of Phillips’ arrest, 
Benning also was charged with 
assaulting a former girlfriend. The 
nation cried, “Here we go again,” and 
the pressure mounted daily for Tom 
Osborne to suspend Benning. Not one 
to bend to public sentiment, Osborne 
decided to stay with his player until 
all the facts came out, a decision that 
drew the ire of many in the media. 

A week later, the charges were 
dropped by the Lancaster County 
Attorney's office. Many of those who 
had been quick to report Benning’s 
arrest had moved on to other matters. 

Osborne’s decision to side with his 
player not only turned out to be the 
right one, but a career-builder for 
Benning. At a time when it would 
have been easy to push Benning to the 
side, Osborne stayed with him. 

“Omaha and the state of Nebraska 
have turned out some great people, 
despite what ESPN and some (nation- 
al) magazines say,” Benning recently 
said. “I take pride in that. I haven't 
always been an angel. I wasn’t always 
walking the straight and narrow. But I 
wasn’t totally rotten, either. People 
change — they grow up.” 

Thanks to Osborne and a decision 
he made a year ago, Benning was 


given that chance. 
Cn 


Chris Greer, Editor 
6 OCTOBER 5S, 1996 


I just finished reading Johnny 
Rodgers’ article in the Sept. 21 issue 
“Same Story, Different Ending.” The 
Huskers can do it for God, Coach 
Osborne and the Berringer family. I 
believe. 

Jim Nabity 
Ridgecrest, Calif. 


In the August, 1996 
issue, on page 25, your 
numerical roster lists Jason 
Peter as wearing No. 95. 
But he wore No. 55 (his 
brother Christian’s former 
number) during the 
Michigan State game. This 
should be addressed to 
reduce confusion for game 
watchers. 

Tracy Zaconie 
Washington Twp, N.J. 


Jason switched jersies two 
weeks before the MSU game and after 
the August issue was printed. He will 
continue to wear No. 55 for the remain- 
der of the season. — Editor 


Can you tell me how many play- 
ers can travel with the team? As I 
watched the Arizona State game, | 
couldn’t help but notice how many 
players were on the sideline. I 
thought there was a limit to the 
number that can travel. 

Stan Swift 
Omaha, Neb. 


Under Big 12 rules, teams can only 
take 66 players to conference games. But 
against non-conference opponents, the 
travel list is determined by the school. 
For the Arizona State game, Nebraska 
took only 85 players. — Editor 


I was very disheartened to see 
that the voters in the Associated Press 
poll have the unmitigated gall to 
rank the Cornhuskers as the eighth- 
best team in the nation after their 
uninspired victory against a lower- 
tier Big Ten team and the woeful 
shutout at Arizona State. To suggest 
that Nebraska shouldn't drop from 
the Top 10 because "this is just one 
game in the season" is an understate- 
ment that is likened to "Denver 
played poorly in the Super bowl." 


Huskersallostrated' 


Not only did Nebraska not score, but 
they were never anywhere close to 
their opponents’ red zone. 

It seems inconceivable that the 
Huskers should be ranked ahead of 
teams with perfect records or teams 
who have played and won more 
games against tougher opponents. 
Ever hear of Miami? Kansas State? 
Kansas? Alabama? 

For now, it seems unlikely that 
the good ol' boys who participate in 
the college football polls will vote for 
teams equitably. Instead, they'll lean 
back in their chairs, smoke their sto- 
gies, and contentedly vote for their 
old cronies like Osborne and Holtz. 
KatyCampio@aol.com 


Your article on the 
ASU-Nebraska game 
is a sad piece of whin- 
ing drivel. You 
should take a page 
from Osbourne and 
face reality. ASU B-E- 
| A-T Nebraska. After 
years of on-line brag- 
ging and swaggering, 
it really reflects poor- 
ly on Nebraska fans 
and journalists that 
they have to resort to 
such childish whining when they get 
beaten. Don't feel singled out — you 
have a lot of company in this. 

When a team gets beaten 19-0, it’s 
not the fault of the planets. When the 
opponent's defense outscores your 
offense 6-0, its more than a bad 
night. When your players cough up 
the ball after getting drilled by a 
defensive player, it not crowd noise. 

Show a little dignity and follow 
your coach's lead. Admit it when 
you are beaten by the other team. 
Don't look for a scapegoat when you 
simply get outplayed for four quar- 
ters of football and lose by three 
scores. Give your opponent the cred- 
it they deserve. 

Scott Thompson 
Ex-Cornhusker fan 
agsat@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU 


Hopefully you didn't scrape your 
knees when you fell off the bandwagon. 
We'll work on our writing style if you 
watch your spelling. Dr. Tom likes to 
spell his last name “Osborne.” 

— Editor 

Please send your comments and questions to 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. 
Or fax them to us at (214) 851-1720. We reserve 
the right to edit the letters for clarity, content and 
length. 

For those with electronic mail abilities, 
huskersedit@xcscx.com. 


LORIAN'S 


Caught In A Time Warp 


Watching games as a commentator, it is difficult not 
to think back to how it felt to play the game 


NALYSIS 


s I watched the line- 
backer play of 
Nebraska's 
defense last 
week, | got 
lost for a 
moment in a 
“Husker 
time warp.” 
My  long- 
past playing days sort of 
jumped out at me. I 
visualized the offense gy 
breaking the huddle ADRIAN 
and the defensive sig- FIJALA 
nals being called once 

again: “Okie, monster fire.” 

I recalled our defensive response 
to the offense’s alignment ... split 
end going right, tight end going 
right ... a “right” check call is made 
so that everyone knows the location 
of the strong side of the formation. 

We line up in a five-man front. 
Barry Alvarez is at strongside line- 
backer. I’m at “monster.” 

I check the eyes of the running 
backs, to see if they’re tipping off the 
direction of the play. I check the 
alignment of the offensive tackle on 
my side, to see whether he’s pressur- 
ing his stance, which usually means 
the play is going to be a run, or lay- 
ing off his stance (barely touching 
the ground), which usually means 
the play is going to be a pass. 

The right halfback is looking over 
my way. In fact, he’s looking right at 
me, staring at me. I can’t believe he 
would do that. It’s like he’s sending 
me a message. The tackle is leaning 
strongly on his down hand. The play 
has to be coming my way. 

The quarterback barks out the sig- 
nals: “Red 57, Red 57.” I wonder if 
“Red” is the color used to call for an 
audible. I don’t know, though, 
because on the first “hut” from the 
quarterback, the ball is snapped. 

Sure enough, here it comes, right 
at us. 

Mike Wynn, our defensive end, 
blocks down on the tight end, 
knocks him into the tackle. I run the 
“monster fire” right off Wynn's hip 
and come up free because Mike has 
done such a great job inside, taking 


two defenders with him. 

The quarterback pitches the 
ball to the running back about 
the time I arrive, which is not a 
good idea as far as the play is 
concerned. I hit the back and the 
ball at about the same time, and 
the ball goes flying in one direc- 
tion while the running back and 
I go flying in the other. Barry is 
there to make the fumble recov- 
ery and start the celebration for 
the Black Shirts as we come off the 
field. 

After seeing another play in the 
1996 Nebraska season-opener 
against Michigan State in which a 
player got “dinged” and had to be 
assisted from the field, it was time 
again for Husker time warp for me. 


Jon Waller 
? 4 


Watching this year’s team 
allows former players to re-live 
their glory days and big plays. 


The play comes off left tackle, and 
the fullback is coming at me with 
steam venting from each nostril. He 
is screaming: “Agh, agh, agh!” The 
ball carrier is right behind him. The 
hole opens up, about a yard, maybe 
two yards wide. My job is to meet 
the play head on, stuff it and make 
the tackle. 


Well, the last thing | remember is 
a loud “whack.” I am not sure who 
got stuffed. I suspect it was me. 
Tackle? What tackle? The fullback 
and I just met head-on. We each 
have to have help finding the bench 
after the play. I have to find a new 
helmet — mine is split at the earhole. 

We both come back to play a little 
later, after the birds have quit chirp- 
ing and all of the phones have been 
answered. I really don’t remember 
much of what happened in the game 
after the collision, other than the fact 
that we won. The rest of the game, I 
rely heavily on my instincts and try 
to get used to my new helmet. A few 
days later, I still feel like | am talking 
through the earhole. 

It is incredible how all of this can 
pass through your mind’s eye, how 
all of the sounds, sights and even 
smells on the field can revisit you for 
just an instant and then be gone. It 
happens as rapidly as a play devel- 
oping right in front of you, often- 
times in somewhat of a blur. 

We've all heard about players 
with “great instincts” for the game. 
What that refers to is a player who 
follows his inner voice about where 
to be or what to do on a play that 
happens so fast that missing it can 
cause a player to miss it. Today’s 
players have such great speed and 
quickness, along with a great deal 
more in the way of sophisticated 
coaching and technique, that it’s a 
wonder how they can play the game, 
be under control and still get the job 
done. But they do, and they do it 
extremely well. 

So when today’s players eventu- 
ally sit up in the stands and watch 
the plays unfold, I am sure they, too, 
will remember certain plays, plays 
that will come back in an instant and 
happen as fast in their minds as the 
plays did on the field. It’s my 
Husker time warp. There is no shuf- 
fle, and don’t blink. You might miss 
it. 

Adrian Fiala lettered three seasons 
for coach Bob Devaney’s teams in 1967, 
1968 and 1969. He played weakside line- 
backer. Now he serves as a color analyst 
for the Husker football games. 
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he sky threatened rain. It was 
overcast, a leaden gray. 

“T like playing in 
that weather,” 
Grant Wistrom 
said recently. “It 
gets me going.” 

Wistrom was 
recalling his first 
Kansas State game, 
the season before last, at 
Manhattan, Kan. 
Nebraska’s rush end pg 
was then a true fresh- IKE 
man. He backed up BABCOCK 
Donta Jones on the 
right side. 

Kansas State was ranked No. 11 
or No. 16 nationally, depending on 
the poll. The Wildcats, once perenni- 
al pussycats, were primed for an 
upset of second ranked Nebraska. 

Those in an overflow crowd at 
KSU Stadium believed it could hap- 
pen. They were “running their 
mouths off,” said Wistrom. Their 
hostility, like the weather, motivated 
him. “Things just added up.” 

Wistrom played particularly well 
on that damp late morning and early 
afternoon. He sacked Chad May 
twice, dropping the Kansas State 
quarterback for losses totaling 24 
yards. Instead of a much-anticipated 
upset, the Wildcats left the field with 
a 17-6 loss, their 26th in a row 
against Nebraska. 

Last season, Kansas State brought 
similar expectations to Lincoln, only 
to endure a 27th consecutive loss, 49- 
25. Wistrom again played well. Two 
of his six tackles were sacks. 

Wistrom again will play a key 
role when the Cornhuskers attempt 
to extend their remarkable streak of 
success against Kansas State to 28 on 
Saturday, under circumstances simi- 
lar to those in 1994. 

The Wildcats have had an extra 
week to prepare for Nebraska. They 
got that week off by agreeing to 
reschedule their game against Texas 
Tech. Originally, the Wildcats were 
supposed to play the Red Raiders 
last Saturday. Instead, they played 
on Aug. 31, in the first-ever Big 12 
Conference game. 
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Dark Skies, Again? 


Kansas State’s performances against Nebraska have been as gloomy 


as the weather that usually accompanies the game 


Auag og 


By moving the game, Kansas State 
could participate in a historic event 
and have a week off before the 
Nebraska game. The second 
consideration might have been 
greater than the first. 

The environment Saturday 
will be at least as hostile as it 
was when Wistrom was a 
freshman, and probably more 
so. It used to be like a home 
game when the Cornhuskers 
played at Kansas State. Manhattan is 
only a couple of hours’ drive from 
Lincoln and Omaha, and tickets 
were readily available. 

KSU Stadium was as much red as 
it was purple for Nebraska games. 
Kansas State enjoyed so little of an 
advantage against the Cornhuskers 


A Wildcat killer since his 
freshman year, Grant Wistrom 
will play a key role in 
Nebraska’s attempt to extend its 
winning streak against KSU to 
28 this Saturday. 


in Manhattan, in fact, that coach Bill 
Snyder gave up a home game in 
1992 so the teams could play in 
Tokyo, Japan. The Wildcats regarded 
that as a “bowl trip.” 

Kansas State has played in three 
consecutive, honest-to-goodness 
(rather than designated) post-season 
bowl games since then. What once 
seemed impossible has been accom- 
plished. The Wildcats have been 
unable to break Nebraska’s spell, 
however. And that’s the issue as 
Nebraska begins Big 12 play. 

Wistrom will be returning to the 
scene of one of his early triumphs as 
a Cornhusker. The experience of two 
seasons, and three games of a third, 
has made him a dramatically differ- 
ent player. 

Looking back, his immediate suc- 
cess as a Nebraska freshman “does 
amaze me,” he said. “I had as many 
sacks my freshman year as I did my 
sophomore year, and I was a starter 
(as a sophomore). 


“I was in the right place at the 
right time. Things just opened up.” 

He was credited with 4.5 sacks, 
for losses totaling 49 yards, in his 
first collegiate season. He also had 
11 quarterback hurries. Last season, 
he had 4 sacks, for losses of 23 yards, 
and 13 hurries, statistics that con- 
tributed to his being named to the 
Associated Press All-America third 
team. 

Wistrom has become a better 
player, in part because he’s more 
mature and stronger. 

“Before, if a guy locked onto me, I 
wasn’t able to break through it,” he 
said. Now, through lifting weights, 
he’s close to those who try to block 
him in strength. And “I know I’m 
quicker than all of them.” 

He also has studied them to iden- 
tify their tendencies and weaknesses. 
Every day, Monday through Friday, 
after an 8:30 a.m. class, he watches 
film for at least an hour. “I’d much 
rather take a nap,” he said. “I could 
always use one of those during the 
day. But it’s going to make me a bet- 
ter player to watch film, and it’s not 
that much to ask. Last year, I didn’t, 
and I felt I could have been a better 
player if I had.” 

The level at which Wistrom com- 
petes demands such tireless effort 
and preparation. It also demands a 
focus that must be maintained in the 
kind of hostile surroundings 
Nebraska will encounter at 
Manhattan on Saturday. The 
Cornhuskers clearly had that focus 
last season. They seemed almost as 
comfortable on the road as at 
Memorial Stadium. Victories at 
Colorado and Kansas, in particular, 
showed that. 

Whether they have road compo- 
sure this season has yet to be deter- 
mined. One thing is certain, though. 
Wistrom still can turn the negative 
energy of harsh words from fans and 
opponents to his advantage. 

“T love that (talking),” he said 
prior to the Arizona State game. 
“Even in scrimmages, we talk back 
and forth. All it takes is for some- 
body to say the wrong thing, rub me 
the wrong way. 

“You can’t just blow your top. 
You've got to channel the energy in 
the right way. Otherwise, it turns 
more into a one-on-one deal instead 
of accomplishing your (team) goals.” 

Wistrom said he felt such energy 
at KSU Stadium when he was a 
freshman. He wouldn’t mind more 
of the same on Saturday. And some 
gray skies over Manhattan would be 
nice. 
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Exclusive home of officially licensed, 
University of Nebraska 


Bugeater Apparel 


apparel which commemorates the humble beginnings of 
Nebraska's glorious athletic tradition 


aa peng a 
Call to order our new catalog! 


To place an order call 1-800-NEB-1893 or 346-6114, or visit us on the 
World Wide Web at http://www.radiks.net/nec 


Also available at the From Nebraska Store in Lincoln's historic Haymarket. 


ATTENTION 
NEBRASKA FANS 


National Championship 
College Football Game 


TRAVEL PACKAGES are now on sale. 


Place a $100 per person purer and receive a full refund if 
Nebraska does not qualify for the Sugar Bowl. 


All Trips Include: 
* Game Ticket * Mississippi River | cme Cruise * 3 Nights Hotel 
Rall 


All prices are per person based on double occupancy and are subject to change until 
a deposit has been received. Single, triple and quad prices are available upon request. 


Packages can also be purchased without game tickets if you are unsure whether 
you will obtain your seats from the university. Please call for details. 


Place your refundable a now as this game 
is already sold out at the box office. 


Big 12 Championship 
December 7 St. Louis, Missouri 
Trip Includes: 


* Game Ticket * 2 Nights Hotel * Pre-game Party and Pep Rally 
*Transfers from hotel to the stadium * All Taxes -$399.00 per person based on double occupancy 


Packages are also available to all NEBRASKA home and away games as well as any Bowl game NEBRASKA may participate 
Please call for the most current information 


DIAMOND TRAVEL INC. 
(602) 870-9197 


Visa, Mastercard or a check are acceptable forms of payment. References are available upon request 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED = 9 


ommie Frazier, a rookie with 
the Montreal Alouettes, was 
hospitalized recently 
with pneumonia and 
could miss the 
remainder of the sea- 
son. Alouettes gener- 
al manager Jim Popp 
told the Lincoln 
Journal-Star that the 
chances of Frazier playing 


again this season are 

“slim.” By 
Former Cornhusker jouINNY 

quarterback 


Ferragamo also played one 
season for the Alouettes in 1981. 

Turner Gill, another former 
Nebraska signal-caller, played for 
the Montreal Concorde in 1984 and 
1985. The Concorde replaced the 
Alouettes, from 1982 through 1985, 
but then folded, only to be succeed- 
ed by the Alouettes. 

After a 4-14 season in 1986, the 
Alouettes folded, leaving Montreal 
without a CFL team until this sea- 
son. 

Football in Canada is very excit- 
ing and action-packed because of the 
bigger field (110 yards long, 55 yards 
wide) and the fact that there are only 
three downs to gain 10 yards. 

The Canadian league is a refresh- 
ing change from the National 
Football League, with all of the 
backs going in motion at the same 
time. The game is faster, with a lot of 
passing, which makes for big plays. 

It can get confusing sometimes, 
not knowing who’s got the ball, but 
that’s just part of the action. 

Two decades ago, when passing a 
lot wasn’t an “in” thing in the 
United States, it was hot in the CFL. 

Because of the big plays and 
wide-open aspect of Canadian foot- 
ball, Frazier is expected to make the 
Montreal Alouettes a powerful team, 
and I believe he will do that. With 
his option-running ability, on that 
wider field, he’s a natural. 

Frazier is a very intelligent player. 
He’ll be able to read defenses at the 
line of scrimmage and make adjust- 
ments to create the big plays for his 
teammates. The fans in Montreal 
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Destined 
For Greatness 


If former Husker Tommie Frazier can regain his health, he'll 


become one of the best players (or coaches) in the CFL 


will love him. Winning football is a 
must in Montreal. The fans there just 
want to win, and Frazier 
brings with him a winning 
tradition, as well as a good 
attitude. I watched him a 
few weeks ago against the 
Ottawa Rough Riders ... he’s 
going to bring a lot of enter- 
@ tainment to Canadian fans. 
Although I played for the 
Alouettes back in the 1970s 
in Olympic Stadium, they 
didn’t have a team for several 


Vince RODGERS years. Now they are back, the 


newest team in the CFL. They 
need a player like Frazier, and they 
seem to be quite concerned with his 


well-being. 

Frazier has great offensive coordi- 
nating abilities, which can help the 
team from the sidelines (coaching) as 
well as on the field. In other words, 
if he doesn’t make it in Canada as a 
player (because of his health), he 
could make it as a coach. 

Maybe he could make it as a play- 
er and as a coach. With the 17 
Americans and 15 Canadians 
allowed on the roster, Frazier might 
have the option of changing his citi- 
zenship and opting to play and 
coach as a Canadian. 


When I played, our defensive 
backs coach, Gene Gaines, did just 
that and had a 15-year career as a 
player-coach. Coach Marv Levy, 
who was the head coach of the 
Montreal Alouettes when I played, 
thought that was a great idea. 

Levy is now the head coach of the 
Buffalo Bills. He got our team to the 
Grey Cup (the Canadian league’s 
answer to the Super Bowl) two years 
in a row. We won the Grey Cup one 
of those times. 

Frazier needs a break right now. 
He is not doing so well because of 
his health. He has spent time in the 
hospital, with a severe case of pneu- 


monia. There was also some concern 
Bob Berry 


Frazier’s ability to take over a 
game and score both on the 
ground or through the air, 
translates better to the CFL than 
the NFL. 

about blood clots. 

There is the old saying that after 
the darkest part of the night comes 
the dawn. In Frazier’s case, when the 
sunlight comes through, it may be in 
the brisk winter month of 
November, when his team needs 
him most. 

In late September, more than 


See JET page 11 


Benning ‘has 
iting five 
be namec¢ 


enior I-back Damon Benning occasionally suggests 

in jest to Frank Solich, his position coach, that he 

ought to have a headset when he’s on the sideline, 

waiting to get into a game. “Sometimes, I think I 
should have one because I know what's going on,” 
Benning said. 

Of course, every player should know what's going on. 
But Benning, who sees considerable playing time each 
week despite being listed as Ahman Green’s backup, 
thinks he has special insight, which he probably does. 
He’s in his fifth year at Nebraska, and he’s done just 
about everything possible, including playing on all of the 
special teams at one time or other. 

Considering his experience, it is probably appropriate 
that he was chosen by his teammates as a co-captain this 
season, along with offensive guard Chris Dishman, rush 
end Jared Tomich and rover Mike Minter. “I don’t mind 
(the responsibility),” Benning said the day of the vote. 

“It’s kind of something I’ve assumed since the sum- 
mer. I’m used to it (being a leader) from the years I’ve 
been here. Hopefully, it’ll be something that comes natu- 
rally for me.” 


Benning, Tomich, Dishman and Minter 
J named football captains 


Because of his outgoing personality, Benning often is 
consulted by younger players. 

“Other guys come to me. Maybe it has something to 
do with my being here so long,” he said with a laugh. “I 
get along with guys. I pride myself on being someone to 
talk to. I don’t mind. As a matter of fact, I enjoy it. I’ve 
had some bad situations that I wouldn’t wish on anyone 
else. I know I’ve felt at times that things couldn’t get any 
worse, and if it takes me having to sit guys down and 
talk to them, fine.” 

Tomich, who’s from St. John, Ind., walked on at 
Nebraska. Minter came to the Cornhuskers from Lawton, 
Okla. 

Benning and Dishman are Nebraskans. Benning is 
from Omaha. Dishman is from Cozad. That makes being 
a captain even more special, according to Benning. “I’m 
proud of that fact,” he said. 

The captains shared the feelings expressed by 
Dishman. “It’s a real honor,” he said. 

“Being a captain is something every player wants,” 
said Minter. But not every player wants to wear a head- 
set, though. That is something that sets Benning apart. Mf 


JET 


From page 10 


halfway through the season, the 
Alouettes were second in the Eastern 
Conference. Starting quarterback 
Tracy Ham, a 10-year veteran from 
Georgia Southern, might get them to 
the Grey Cup. Frazier has time to get 
well and adjust to the Canadian 
game. 

When healthy, Frazier has a 
chance to be one of the greatest 


quarterbacks the CFL has ever seen. 
He should have won the Heisman 
Trophy last year. He got my vote, as 
well as the votes of many of my col- 
leagues. 

But we couldn’t overcome the 
votes from the East. Well, now he 
will be playing in the East, albeit in 
Canada, and | can’t wait until they 
get a load of what a healthy Tommie 
Frazier can do. 

I told Frazier, when he left 
Nebraska, to run a touchdown into 


the end zone backward for me and 
tell them in Montreal that “Johnny R 
Superstar” sent you. 

He can start up where | left off. 1 
predict that one day he will do what 
I couldn’t do and that is be the best 
football player in the CFL. 

Everybody out there, say a little 
prayer for Tommie Frazier, that his 
dreams may come true. 

He sure made all of ours come 
true on Saturday afternoons at the 
University of Nebraska. 
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| as a fullback was brief. 
He played the position for his junior 


high team in St. Paul, Neb. He was an 
ee — a big eighth-grader — and he preferred being a lineman, on offense as well as 
on defense. 

His coaches, however, decided to try him at fullback. “They stuck me there,” Ogard said. 
Ales was the only year. I wasn’t a fullback. ] was a good-sized lineman. But I didn’t argue with 

em.” 
“oo the experiment was scrapped, and Ogard was allowed to return to the offensive 

e. 

“T knew fullback wasn’t my position,” he said. “I was born a lineman, I guess.” 

That would be the guess on first glance at Nebraska’s senior defensive tackle. Ogard stands 6- 
foot-6 and weighs 310 pounds. He’s big. His fingers are big. The hairs on his head, although 
short-cropped, are big. “He’s a load,” Cornhusker defensive coordinator Charlie McBride said. 

“He's definitely a big boy,” teammate Chris Dishman said. 

Dishman knows something about big. The senior offensive guard and Nebraska co-captain 
weighs 310 pounds. But he’s only 6-foot-3. Only? That’s how he 
said he felt when he wrestled Ogard in high school. At 6-foot-6 

Dishman, who's from Cozad, Neb., wrestled Ogard twice, at id 
the Class B state tournament. They met in the second round as 3 1 rt) pounds, 
juniors and in the finals as seniors. Ogard won both times. 

“We both weighed 275 or 280, but he had that height on me,” Jeff Ogard 
said Dishman. “Usually, I was taller than people. When I wrestled i t ] 
him, I was sort of intimidated, I guess. I think I beat myself. He s not on Jae 
was like the Jolly Green Giant, with those big old legs on him. I 
tried to take hincdown and couldn’t move hime” literally filling 

The Jolly Green Giant comparison works beyond Ogard’s size. the space left 
“Jeff's easy-going,” Dishman said. “If I had known (that about) . 
him before we wrestled ... he probably would have beat me, any- by Christian 
way.” 

“ ee also fas tits against each other in the shot put and Peter, but 
e discus. But they never lined up across from each other on a e 

football field until they got to Nebraska. “I would have had to beat excelling 

him up if we had played football against each other (in high in his 

school),” Dishman said with a laugh. : 

Of course) they have lined up across from each other in practice starting spot 
at Nebraska. 

“We try not to beat up each other too much,” Dishman said. 

Handling Ogard, who has replaced Christian Peter this season, presents a considerable logis- 
tical problem for an offensive lineman. Make that linemen. “You have to have two people on 
him. Jeff will tie up two guys in there,” McBride said. “He doesn’t move around like Christian 
did, but he has a more massive body, and he never loafs. People have to spend some time block- 
ing him.” 

Spither that or “you have to catch him by surprise,” Dishman said. 


Size and effort aren’t enough to succeed at the major college level, however. Ogard’s emer- 
gence as a starter is the result of hard work, something to which he’s no stranger, according to 
McBride. 

No one was more dedicated than Ogard during the Cornhuskers’ strength and conditioning 
workouts over the summer. He lifted. He worked on the heavy bag. He ran in a harness to 
strengthen his legs and increase his explosiveness. He ran stadium steps. He jumped rope. And 
he ran some more. 

“It gets hot on that turf in the summer,” Ogard said. “The first few days it’s tough. Those sta- 
dium stairs, they can burn you out. But you get in a routine. There’s no use pouting or fighting it. 
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By Mark Derowitsch 


ne team enters the 
Nebraska-Kansas State 
game undefeated, the 
other was shut out in its 
second game of the sea- 
son. 

In the old days, this 
would be considered 
business as usual in the 
Big Eight. Forget past bias, this is the 
brand-new Big 12, and right now 
Kansas State is the ruling member. 

Kansas State is off to a perfect 4-0 
start, beating such college football 
doormats Indiana State and Rice, 
posting an impressive 35-0 win 
against Cincinnati and opening the 
season with a 21-14 victory over Big 
12 opponent Texas Tech. 

Nebraska, on the other hand, beat 
Michigan State, and then saw its 
dreams of a third straight perfect 
season dashed when _ the 
Cornhuskers lost at Arizona State, 
19-0. 

But don’t let the early season 
numbers fool you. Nebraska Coach 
Tom Osborne is a perfect 23-0, life- 
time, against Kansas State. And in 
recent years the Wildcats have been 
snake-bitten against the Huskers. 

In 1994, playing without its top 
two quarterbacks, the Huskers won 
at Kansas State 17-6. In 1991, Kansas 
State again fell to the Huskers, this 
time 38-31, and the Wildcats came 
within inches of scoring the would- 
be tying touchdown late in the 
game. 

On Saturday, Kansas State gets its 
annual crack at Nebraska at KSU 


Quarterback Brian Kavanagh’s 
best target is wide receiver 
Kevin Lockett (right). 
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Stadium/ Wagner Field. Kickoff is 
scheduled for 2:30 p.m. and will be 
regionally televised by ABC. 

The difference in Kansas State 
between this year’s team and teams 
of previous seasons is the Wildcats 
believe they are an up-and-coming 
fixture in the top 10. 

In fact, Kansas State believes the 
time may be now to make such a 
claim. 

“We're not as far away as some 
people might think,” Kansas State 
coach Bill Snyder said. 

Early on, Kansas State’s defense 
has been the main reason for the 


Bob Berry 


1) dQ 1 

PHA PLCS 
e Mike Babcock, Huskers 
Illustrated 

What happens when an 
immovable object meets ... well, 
another immovable object. This 
very well could be a monumen- 
tal defensive battle. Nebraska’s 
invincibility has been stripped 
away. But what has been 
revealed? 

That should be apparent in 
Manhattan, Kan., where the 
Cornhuskers could take a signifi- 
cant step toward redemption 
and begin the process of posi- 
tioning themselves fo play for a 
third consecutive national cham- 
pionship. There is no margin for 
error now. 

Nebraska 13, 
Kansas State 6. 


¢ Todd Henrichs, Grand 
Island (Neb.) Independent 
Kansas State has won a lot 
of games over the past few 
years but you tend to think the 
Wildcats might be due for a 
true breakthrough win sometime 
that puts them among the 
nation’s elite. Nebraska fans 
have already seen that happen 
this season at Arizona State, 
and the Huskers aren’t likely to 
let it happen again. 
Nebraska 23, 
Kansas State 16. 


¢ Kyle Svec, Hastings 
Tribune 

With a national championship 
harder to come by now, the 
Huskers need fo earn their way 
back into the chase, and it starts 
with the Big 12. Look for a con- 
ference title-focused Nebraska 
team to get a tough victory in 
Manhattan. 
Nebraska 48, 
Arizona State 14. 


¢ Doug Looney, college 
football free-lance writer 
Who would have thought in 
the past that this would be a 
good game. People underesti- 
mate Kansas State. Nebraska 
will underestimate KSU. But that 
said, Nebraska will still domi- 
nate this game 
Nebraska 40, 
Kansas State 12. 


All-American cornerback Chris Can 


the emotional leader of the KSU d 


Wildcats’ 4-0 beginning to the 1996 
campaign. 

Teams not only are finding it dif- 
ficult to throw against the Wildcats 
(K-State is giving up just 107 passing 
yards per game), but teams are also 
averaging a paltry 132.5 yards on the 
ground, as well. 

When the talk turns to Kansas 
State’s defense, cornerback Chris 
Canty’s name is sure to be men- 
tioned early in the conversation. 
Canty, a senior from Voorhees, N_J., 
has picked off two passes in four 
games this season, broken up four 
more and has been in on 14 tackles. 

A year ago, he picked off eight 
passes and broke up 17 others. 
Canty needs to pick off opposing 
passers three more times to become 


> Bag 


erense. 


the Wildcats’ all-time leader 
in interceptions. 

But Canty isn’t the only tal- 
ented player on the Kansas 
State defense. Defensive end 
Nyle Wiren, an all-conference 
pick last season, has recorded 
5.5 sacks and 10 tackles for a 
loss early in the season, while 
Kansas State’s other end, 
Thad Swazer, has four sacks 
and 15 total tackles. 

Up front, Kansas State is led 
by linebackers Travis Ochs, 


Mark Simoneau and 
DeShawn Fogle and tackles 
Andrew Timmons’ and 


Jerome Evans. 

Fogle and Simoneau lead 
the team in tackles heading 
into the Nebraska game with 
34 apiece, while Ochs has 27 
stops. Simoneau also has bro- 
ken up five passes. 

Evans and Timmons have com- 
bined for 43 tackles in four games at 
tackle. 

Safety Mario Smith, strong safety 
Clyde Johnson and cornerback 
Lamar Chapman join Canty in the 
secondary. 

Offensively, Kansas State lost two 
talented receivers a year ago in 
Mitch Running and_ Tyson 
Schwieger, but don’t feel sorry for 
the Wildcats. Back is senior Kevin 
Lockett, who led the Big Eight last 
season with 56 receptions for 797 
yards and 13 touchdowns, a school 
record. In three years, Lockett has 
caught 145 passes for 2,150 yards. 

Joining Lockett is wide receiver 
Jimmy Dean, who has 10 catches for 
128 yards and four touchdowns this 


Bob Berry 


season. Dean is a senior with a lot of 
speed. 

“Obviously we're minus a couple 
of talented receivers, but I think you 
all saw that Jimmy Dean can play 
this game.” 

Andre Anderson and Justin Swift 
have shared time as the third receiv- 
er in Kansas State’s one-back 
offense. Canty has also caught two 
passes for 48 yards as he tries to 
become the Deion Sanders of college 
football. 

Brian Kavanagh runs the Kansas 
State offense at quarterback. So far 
this season, Kavanagh has complet- 
ed 60.2 percent of his passes for 727 
yards and eight touchdowns. He’s 
averaging 138.8 yards per game. 

Kansas State also has a capable 
ground game, led by Marlon 
Charles and Mike Lawrence, who 
split time at running back. 

Charles leads the team with 367 
yards on the ground and six touch- 
downs, while Lawrence has con- 
tributed 174 rushing yards and two 
touchdowns. Lawrence has also 
caught nine passes (third on the 
team) for 57 yards. 

Up front, Kansas State is big, with 
320-pound right guard Kendyl Jacox 
leading the way. Left guard Ross 
Greenwood, tackles Todd Weiner 
and Ryan Young and tight end 
Jarrett Grosdidier open holes for 
Kansas State’s running attack. 

The Huskers have won the past 27 
games against Kansas State, includ- 
ing last year’s 49-25 victory in 
Lincoln. Nebraska leads the all-time 
series 68-10-2. The last time Kansas 
State beat Nebraska at home was in 
1959. 
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HUSKER OFFENSE WILDCAT DEFENSE WILDCAT OFFENSE HUSKER DEFENSE 
SE 5 BrendanHolbein 5-9 190 44 Nyle Wiren 6-1 250 Sr WR 83 Kevin Lockett 180 Sr : LRE93 Jared Tomich 6-2 260 Sr 
6 Kenny Cheatham 6-4 210 53 Mike Busgh 6-3 230 So 84 Brian Jackson 6-0 180 So : 57 Chad Kelsay 6-3 230 So 
LT 77 Adam Treu 6-6 300 99 Andrew Timmons 6-3 280 Sr LT 75 Todd Weiner 6-5 280 Jr : DT 97 Jeff Ogard 6-6 300 Sr 
73 Fred Pollack 6-4 305 77 Damion Mcintosh 6-5 290 Fr 78 Jeremy Martin 6-3 300 So ? 99 Jason Wiltz 6-3 295 So 
LG 75 Chris Dishman 6-3 310 98 Jerome Evans 6-6 305 Jr LG 79 RossGreenwood 6-4 300 Sr : DT 95 Jason Peter 6-4 285 Jr 
67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 305 96 Lance Grace 6-1 275 Fr 60 Mike Munson 6-3 300 So: 74 ScottSaltsman 6-2 270 Sr 
C 67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 305 45 Thad Swazer 6-4 250 Sr C 64 Jason Johnson 6-3 275 Sr : RREQ8 Grant Wistrom 6-5 250 Jr 
59 Josh Heskew 6-3 280 49 DarrenHoward 6-4 235 Fr 73 Toosavili Ulutu 290 Sr 84 Mike Rucker 6-6 250 So 
RG 64 Jon Zatechka 6-2 290 50 Travis Ochs 6-3 225 So RG 74 Kendyl Jacox 6-2 320 Jr : SLB 28 JamelWilliams 6-2 205 Sr 
62 MattHoskinson 6-1 280 46 Joe Bob Clements 6-3 225 So 68 Brian O'Neil 6-3 275 Sr 46 Brian Shaw 6-0 215 Fr 
RT 70 Eric Anderson 6-4 300 8 DeShawn Fogle 6-2 235 Sr RT 76 Ryan Young 6-6 320 So : MLB44 Jon Hesse 6-4 250 Sr 
78 Kory Mikos 6-5 295 41 Turelle Williams 6-2 220 Fr 70 lan Moses 6-4 290 Fr : 56 Jay Foreman 6-1 225 So 
TE 90 Tim Carpenter 6-3 250 42 Sark Simoneau 6-0 225 Fr TE 82 Jarrett Grosdidier 6-5 250 Jr :} WLB91 RyanTerwilliger 6-5 225 Sr 
or 88 Sheldon Jackson 6-4 250 32 Dereck King 5-10 195 So 86 Justin Swift 6-4 245 Fr : 43 Terrell Farley 6-1 205 Sr 
QB 7 Scott Frost 6-3 215 2 Chris Canty 5-10 190 Jr WR 22 Jimmy Dean 5-10190 Sr : LC 20 MichaelBooker 6-2 205 Sr 
11 Matt Turman 5-11 185 29 Demetric Denamark 5-9 175 Jr 25 Andre Anderson 5-10190 Jr : 12 Mike Fullman 5-7 170 Sr 
FB 28 Brian Schuster 5-11 225 4 Mario Smith 6-0 190 Jr QB 12 BrianKavanagh 6-3 220 Sr : FS 16 Eric Stokes 5-11 185 Sr 
45 Joel Makovicka 5-11 230 14 Lin Dotson 6-0 185 Fr 18 Jonathan Beasley 6-2 210 Fr : 3 Eric Warfield 6-1 195 Jr 
1B 30 Ahman Green 6-0 210 7 ClydeJohnson 5-10 200 Sr FB 30 Brian Goolsby 6-3 240 So : ROV10 Mike Minter 5-10 190 Sr 
21 DamonBenning 5-11 210 9 Monty Spiller 6-0 185 Fr 27 Matt Gangwish §-11225 Jr 4 Octavious McFarlin5-11 195 Jr 
WB 25 Jon Vedral 5-11 205 17 LamarChapman 6-1 175 Fr HB 21 MarlonCharles 5-10195 So : RC 22 Ralph Brown 5-11 180 Fr 
14 Lance Brown 5-11 190 34 Adrian Beard 5-9 170 Fr or 20 MikeLawrence 5-10190 Jr 26 Jerome Peterson 5-7 185 Fr 
PK 35 Kris Brown 5-10 200 16 James Garcia 6-2 195 So PK 15 Jamie Rheem 6-3 165 Fr : P 19 Jesse Kosch 6-0 185 Jr 


Depth charts were compiled Sept. 29, 1996 and may change before game time. 


# = duplicate number 


* = injured, but probable for game 
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NU Regains 
Form In 65-9 
Rout of CSU 


small microphone was still clipped to the 
front of Tom Osborne’s shirt when he stood 
up to leave the interview room after 
Nebraska’s 65-9 victory over Colorado State 
at Memorial Stadium last Saturday after- 
noon. The microphone’s cord grew taut. 

A cameraman from an Omaha television 
station reminded Osborne to remove the 
mike. Osborne paused. “Better not walk off 
and strangle myself,” he said as he disconnected it. 

“I should have done that last Saturday,” he added 
quietly, with a smile. 


The few reporters who heard 
By MIKE BABCOCK him laughed. One week made a 
big difference. 

Finally, Nebraska had looked 
like its old offensive self, although Osborne warned: 
“Colorado State’s defense has struggled some this year, 
so I don’t think people should read too much into this.” 

Colorado State had struggled 
more than “some,” defensively, 
in four previous games. The 
Rams came to Lincoln ranked 
110th in the nation in total 
defense. Considering there are 
only 111 NCAA Division I-A 
programs this season, they 
couldn’t have been much worse. 
But they were aggressive, and they were matched 
against a Nebraska offense that ranked 97th nationally 
after two games. 

The Cornhuskers had managed only 524 yards in 
those two games, including 314 rushing. So the quality 
of defense wasn’t as important as simply finding out if 
they could still move the ball. 

They could, and they did. By afternoon’s end, 
Nebraska had gained 628 total yards, an average of 6.8 
yards per play. The offense had converted on 10-of-17 = 
third-down situations, produced a sizable advantage in 
time of possession and scored eight of the Cornhuskers’ 
nine touchdowns. The 65 points were ... well, exactly 65 
more than Nebraska had scored the previous Saturday 
night against Arizona State. 

Osborne probably would have been satisfied with 
fewer than 65 points. “The main thing I wanted to see 
was people hanging onto the ball, blocking the right 
guys, executing,” he said. 

The Cornhuskers seemed to 
do those things from the begin- The Black Shirts held 
ning. On the game’s first series, the Rams to 59 
they fashioned a 10-play, 62-yard yards rushing and 
touchdown drive, capped by a 3- only nine points. 
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Colorado State game photos by Jon Waller 


yard pass from quarterback Scott 
Frost to tight end Vershan Jackson. 
Frost threw a second touchdown 
pass, to tight end Sheldon Jackson, 
on Nebraska’s first possession of the 
second half — after a Jamel Williams 
interception. 

Frost, the focus of fan 
criticism in the days after 
the Arizona State loss, com- 
pleted 13-of-18 passes, with- 
out an interception, for 143 
yards, and he rushed for 56 
yards and a touchdown. 

“T thought Scott did a 
good job,” Osborne said. “I 
don’t know how many peo- f 
ple (can) project themselves 
into being the parent of a|7 
player. But it’s sometimes |@ 
just unbelievable the expec- 
tations that are put on guys ae 
who are 18- or 19-years-old. \ 
It could have been easy for | 
Scott to be rattled. 

“So I thought he really | 
responded pretty well to the 
situation.” 

The junior from Wood 
River, Neb., never seemed 
to lose his composure 
throughout what was an 
extremely difficult week for 
him and his teammates. He 
stood tall in the interview 
room. “I gained confidence 
more and more as the day | 
went on, just like the whole 
offense did,” he said. 

“We had a lot more fun. 
We went out and played 
well. The whole week of 
practice was better. We took 
everything more seriously, 
practiced more aggressive- 
ly, and played more aggres- 
sively.” 

That was particularly 
apparent in the running of} | 
sophomore I-back Ahman 
Green, who gained 163 
yards on only 22 carries and 
scored a touchdown. The best mea- 
sure of his performance, however, 
was the yardage he gained after ini- 
tial contact by defenders, according 
to Osborne. Green ran tough. 

“It feels good,” he said. “We 
stepped it up 100 percent, every- 
where.” 

Nebraska’s longest run from 
scrimmage in the first two games 
was 23 yards, by Green. He, Jay Sims 
and DeAngelo Evans all had longer 
After being shutout against 
Arizona State, fullback Brian 
Schuster and the Husker offense 
found the end zone eight times. 


runs than that against Colorado 
State. 

Sims broke a 39-yard run early in 
the fourth quarter, then scored a 
touchdown from 2 yards out one 
play later. Green had a 38-yard run. 
And Evans ran 30 yards for the next- 


Middle linebacker Jon Hesse 
roved to be the Rams’ 
iggest problem as he 

racked up 11 tackles. 

to-last touchdown. The freshman 

from Wichita, Kan., carried six times 

for 72 yards and had kickoff returns 
of 37 and 35 yards. 

In all, the Cornhuskers had 11 
runs of 10 yards or more, evidence of 
an explosiveness missing not only 
against Arizona State, but also, to 
some degree, in the 55-14 victory 
against Michigan State. 

A significant factor in that pro- 
ductivity was the play of the offen- 


sive line, which suffered countless 
fundamental breakdowns in the 
Arizona State game. “One week ... 
it’s made a lot of difference for us,” 
said senior guard Chris Dishman. 
“We came off the ball and finished 
off the blocks. 


“T don’t think you can compare us 
today to one game, but we’re on the 
right track. Before, we had so much 
pressure on our backs. We really 
were uptight playing before. You 
could see how we weren't liking it, 
actually. Today, we went out there 
and had fun. We were laughing in 
the huddle and stuff.” 

The Cornhusker defense, bol- 
stered by the return from a two- 
game suspension of senior weakside 
linebacker Terrell Farley, made cer- 
tain Colorado State didn’t do any 
laughing, or have much fun. Even 
See CSU REVIEW page 45 
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We Believe In 
four-Quarter Game Plans | 


To reach your financial goals, you need an investment strategy that focuses 


on sound, long-term planning. 


This is the basis of Kirkpatrick Pettis’ philosophy. Oyr objective is to help 
you produce winning strategies that stand the test of time and weather the ups and downs 


of the markets. We’ve been helping clients succeed since 1925. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis offers a full range of investment products and services-- 
the most productive ideas for a winning game plan. Call us; see how we can 


help you play the whole four quarters. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis 


A Mutual of Omaha Company 


HOME OFFICE : 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 400 » OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68114-5777 # 402-397-5777 ® 800-776-5777 


Member Securities Investor Protection Corporation 


Located beneath the South Stadium, this walkway is 
the path which leads the Huskers from the locker room to 
Memorial Stadium. We invite you to have a name engraved 

| in one of the boulevard’s bricks. With your help we can 
continue the proud tradition of Nebraska football. 


A color team picture with a printed heading stating the year 
and the record of each team, is also available for each 
| championship team. Pictures were taken prior to the start of the 
season in full uniform. Cost of both the football team photo and 
volleyball team photo is $10 each 


| Authentic autographed 
balls contain signatures of the 
1995 national championship 
volleyball team ($50) and the 

| 1995 national championship 
football team ($100). Both balls 
are pre-printed with autographs of every team 
member and contain the official University championship logo. 


Videos highlighting the Nebraska volleyball and 
football national championship seasons, as well as the 
bow! trip again are available as produced by 
HuskerVision. This is the only video that gets vou into 
the locker room for pre and 
postgame 
speeches. Last 
vear's season 

highlight tape and 
national 
championship 


videos for football 
are also available. 
All videos cost 
$20 each. 


uthentic 
Nebraska Athletic Department 
roducts 


é 


National championship 

posters were produced 
commemorating both the football and volleyball championship 
seasons. The official championship poster produced by the Husker 
Athletic Department, is the only one featuring game action photos of 
the Husker stars. The 1995 national championship poster costs $10 
and one free 1994 national championship poster will be mailed at no 
charge with every poster order. You can also obtain an original 
Tommie Frazier poster commemorating the former outstanding Husker 
quarterback and 1995 senior. The Tommie Frazier 
and championship volleyball poster cost $10 
each. 


Car window stickers and stickers for 
notebooks and non-weathered materials are 
available for each championship team. The 

logo commemorating each championship 
season is also available as a collar/hat pin. 
Approximate size of both stickers is 5” x 3 1/2”, while the 
pins are approximately 1" x 1”. Stickers are $1 each, pins are $5. 


To ortier any of these or other Authentic Nebraska 
Athletic Department Products, call: 


he Nebraska football team’s 
charter landed at about 4:30 
a.m. the Sunday after the 
Arizona State game. Like 
many of his teammates, 
Aaron Taylor slept during 
the flight. 

“T didn’t feel like talking, 
anyway,” the junior center said. 

Taylor spoke with a week’s per- 
spective as he discussed the somber 
trip home from Arizona, following 
the Cornhuskers’ redemptive, 65-9 
victory against Colorado State last 
Saturday. 

“T felt I had let a lot of people 
down,” he said. “I don’t ever want to 
experience that again.” 

The silence on the flight home 
was tangible, according to Chris 
Dishman. 

“No one said much, which is 
what you'd expect,” he said. 

Dishman maintained his 
silence most of that Sunday. By 
the time he got home, it was after 
5 a.m. He got up to feed his 3- | 
month-old daughter, Taylor} 
Nicole, went back to bed at about 
7 a.m., then got back up to join 
Taylor and linemate Adam Treu 
in an Alzheimer’s disease fund- 
raising walk at noon. 

Treu slept most of the after- 
noon and evening. Immediately 
after the game, and most of 
Sunday, “I wanted to think it was 
the offense’s fault,” said Treu. 
“Then I realized it was the whole 
team.” 

You win as a team. And you lose 
as a team. The three Cornhusker 
offensive linemen learned a lesson 
last week, one they had articulated 
in different ways but didn’t really 
understand, or accept. 

Taylor was so upset the day after 
the Arizona State game “that I 
stayed up a little later than usual 
Sunday night,” he said. He dreaded 
Monday and meeting with coach 
Milt Tenopir to watch films. 

By staying up later, he hoped to 
somehow delay Monday’s arrival by 
prolonging Sunday. 
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Winning Starts Up Front 


By controlling the line of scrimmage, Nebraska was able to gain 
more yards (628) against Colorado State than it had in its first two 


games combined (524). 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


As it turned out, however, the 
film session was his salvation. “I 
wasn’t quite as disappointed when | 
watched the film,” said Taylor. 
“Coach Tenopir, he knows we’re 
putting heat on ourselves. He went 
through (the film) and showed us 
what we could do better. I could 
understand where he was coming 
from. 

“After we watched the film, I just 
told myself it was done.” 

Tenopir was direct, but he also 
was compassionate, according to 
Treu. “He knew we were upset. He 
wasn’t going to keep rewinding 
every play that was wrong,” the 
senior tackle said. 
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With the offensive line clicking, 

Ahman Green got the holes he 
needed to gain 163 yards. 


Tenopir made some adjustments 
leading up to the Colorado State 
game. The most significant was com- 
mitting to rotating players in order 
to keep them fresh rather than stick- 
ing with five from start to finish. He 
shuffled Taylor from center to guard 
to get different combinations. Taylor 
was moved from guard (where he 
was all-conference) to center last 
spring, to replace Aaron Graham. 

Dishman, who was moved from 
tackle (where he was All-Big Eight) 
to Taylor’s guard spot in the spring, 


practiced some at tackle last week. 
But he played only guard against 
Colorado State. 

Because of the lopsided score, 
Tenopir was able to use 18 interior 
linemen against Colorado State. And 
those 18 contributed to yardage 
totals more characteristic of the 
Cornhuskers. Nebraska gained more 
yards on Saturday (628) than it had 
gained in the first two games (524). 
The Cornhuskers controlled the line 
of scrimmage and, by doing so, 
made everyone else on offense more 
successful. 

“We had a line that was blocking 
superb,” said I-back Ahman Green, 


who ran for 163 yards. 
Jon Waller 


Coach Tom Osborne was compa- 
rably complimentary. 

“The offensive line, I think, is 
going to be pretty solid,” he said. 
“We're not just a flawless offensive 
football team right now. But I think 
we're going to be a decent one.” 

That will be important this week, 
when Nebraska _ travels’ to 
Manhattan, Kan., to open Big 12 
Conference play against undefeated 
Kansas State. The Wildcats figure to 
present a challenge similar to the 
one Nebraska encountered at 
Arizona State, except that their 
strength is defense rather than 
offense. 


SHOVV YOUR PRIDE IN 
, oad = = 
eas SEE Fe =€9qQI i ss ALE 
OVUN A PIECE OF 
T | = a P 
Pee ESEE?s FERS 
TRADITION IN EXCELLENCE 


Clip or photo-copy this order blank along with your check or money order to: 


University Medallion * HC 88 Box 29 ¢ Bassett, Nebraska 68714 
Please send me _______ University of Nebraska Husker coin(s). Each coin is 
$38.50 shipping and handling included. Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
i Ce oe ee) a | 


1996 SEASON STATS 


ie SEPIENER 28, 1993 pene 


cinerea as Memorial Stadium o Mineola, Web. Name 


Green, A. 
Benning, D. 
Frost, 
Evans, D. 


Si 
SCORE BY QUARTERS eS 
ono? /TEAM 1234 &F Nero. 
fe ehh NEBRASKA 7 17 20 21 — PASSING _ 


“4 \eororapost.0 6 0 3 — 


a. 
td 


V=WWNVYOWWD 
COOSA 


Name 
Holbein, B. 
aoe + 
reen 
lo Asst TT Sacks Int. Shuster, B. 
11 Cheatham, 
Brown, L. 
Edwards, J. 
Blakovicks 
Benning, 0. 


First Downs 
Rushing 


"Passing ris 
a . Williams, J. 
+ Penalty Farley, T. 
Rushing Attempts 3 Warfield, E. 
Yards'Gained Rushing Brown, R. 
Yards Lost Rushing Stokes, E. 
ver Ogard, J. 
Net ‘yards rushing | Wiltz. J. 
‘Net yards passing Tomich, J. 
~ Passes attempted 31 : Ortiz, T. 
-Passes.completed . 14 McFarlin, O. 


Booker, M. 
Had intercepted Minter, M. 


Total plays ‘ Kelsay, C. 
Total net yards 
'“Avg. gain per play : 6.8 COLORADO STATE 
; Fumbles-lost _ 3 2-0 Pisa ie Solo Asst TT 
Penaities-yards } 7-63 Taylor, W. ‘ Waricld, €. 
Punts-yards 8-312 3-143 Ross, A. Merarin, G. 
“Avg. per.punt 39.0 47.7. Ramson,E. a 
essiontime 25:17 34:43. —_ Jones, J. | |lFaney, 7, 
Ban : Kvamme, N. - Mattes E. 


‘ | INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
NEBRASKA | ars 


‘Player Ait Yds Avg Long ‘Player Rec Yds APC Lng . 
Green, A 163 7.4 38 d Holbein, B. 62 20.6 29 
‘Evans, D. » 72 12:0:30 Green, A. 19 63 14. 

> ° 6 64 10.7°89 ~  Vedral, J. . 88 26.5 39 


OOS x 
W=@N=MNWWWH 


Name GsAtt. Good Long 
Brown, K. 3 1 1 27 


DEFENSE 


n 
i=] 
a 
x 
wo 


Name 
Williams, J. 
H é 


Foreman, J. 
Wistrom, G. 
Minter, M. 
Tebwainier, R. 


Cotte oe NOGA 
°o 


NMA ANNA OhORRO 
VINNY NOWWORAUD 
CoD COAc000000-0 
SPOSDDSCOOCO=00=-00 


N23 220 2NONNH=NONWO0W0NWHWWNWWWWWWWE 
AAA NHOwWHWHWsan BaMMOOWWIIIuU 
aan Boawesad 


0000-0 -]NNN]=WN aN Ss hbNhONNNANHAUOO 
NA] 422N]N]= 2] =]=OOONUMOODLOALOWYWNHO 
SOCSCOCSOSSCSSOSCOSO9GOSO]$000000H)-90000— 
SOOSSOHOSOSSSSOSCSSCOSOSCSOOSSCOCONNG “COOONOW 
on 


Drum, B. 
Warren, S. 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 1,152 976 
Net Rushing Yards 730 251 
Passing Yards 362 725 
Scoring Ist 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
NU 14 41 28 120 
Opponents 9 12 42 
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REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD CARRY OUR 
NEBRASKA EDITION MASTERCARD: 


«3 5.9% APR* 
No annual fee 
re ype 

24-hour cash at 257,000 cash machines 

Free $250,000.00 travel accident insurance 

re Great-looking card 

: Accepted at 15 million locations worldwide 
Free supply of MasterCard checks 
24-hour toll-free Customer Service 

235 Emergency cash at 330,000 banks 

& Interest-free grace period 


Shows off your Nebraska pride! 


59% 
ORDER YOUR WU- NO-ANNUAL-FEE 
Nebraska Edition MasterCard today! 


P.O. BOX 3955 * OMAHA, NE 68103-0955 


CALL US TOLL-FREE 
“3626 


CODE #4109 


MON.-THURS. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
FRI.-SAT. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (CST) 


Bigger, Better. 
Faster. Stronger. 


The Huskers aren’t too shabby either. 


Congratulations to the Husker football team for winning back-to-back national championships. 


first national bank 
of omaha 


MEMBER FDIC 


Investing in you. 


RED HOT! 


The University of Nebraska-Lincoln Alumni Association MasterCard® card 


UNL's 100th 
Football Game Sellout 


NO ANNUAL FEE. A contribution to the UNL Alumni Association with every purchase. 


Here’s your chance to show your Big Red championship pride every day of the year. Carry the UNL Alumni 
Association MasterCard card from MBNA America. Every time you use this card to charge a purchase, MBNA will 
make a donation to your alumni association—at no additional cost to you! 


Of course, you'll also benefit from outstanding 24-hour Customer service, unbeatable travel benefits, and incredible 
value—all with no annual fee. 


So apply for your new UNL MasterCard today and carry on your alma mater’s tradition of excellence. 


To apply, call toll-free at 


1-800-347-7378 
a 


Be sure to mention priority code IULF when calling. 
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GRAPHS 


To order call 
Toll free : 


University of Nebraska Lithograph or 8880437-5467 


(herkins) 


1994-1995 Back to Back National Football 7149895-3354 
Championship Litho for only $95 each plus] _fscorder 
S&H, or two lithos for $165, fsa and Mastercard 


CtvVvERsiry Gr 
MEBMA SECA. 


Each University Lithograph is signed by Jay Herkins, Creator. 
Actual size: 20"x 24" includes: 
* Hardwood frame in oak or white wash finish. 
Glass, dust cover, hanger. * Matted in school colors. 
*Engraved name plate *Customized upon request. 


¢ 100% Cotton, 
Heavyweight T-shirt 


¢ Great Gift Idea 
¢ Perfect for any Husker Fan 
¢ Not Available in Stores 


¢ Order Yours Today! 


accepted. 


E Mail: herklithos@aol.com 


plus $3.99 S/H per shirt 


Available in Red, White, or Ash 
M, L, XL, XXL - 
Add $2.00 for XXL 
allow 7-10 
business days for delivery 


To Order call 


1-800-866-8048 


ae THE ALUMNI GROUP, Inc. 


100% Money Back Guarantee 
(within 30 days of purchase) 


P.O. Box 781773 Fax your order anytime to 
San Antonio, Texas 78278 (210) 492-4038 


onsistency is the key. And with each match, 
Fiona Nepo, the Nebraska volleyball team’s 
sophomore setter, is becoming more consis- 
tent. That’s the opinion of Nikki (Stricker) 
Best, anyway. 

Best is a Husker assistant coach. But her esti- 
mation of Nepo’s development this season 
goes beyond that. Best was the starting setter 

for Nebraska when she was a sophomore in 1991. So she 
probably understands as well as anyone the considerable 
responsibility. Nepo is trying to handle. 

“It’s easy to become overwhelmed with your team as 
the setter, trying to prove too much,” Best said. “Fiona 
plays best when she doesn’t try to process (information) 
and just plays. 

“When she focuses on setting, there’s not a better setter 


in the country.” 
Coach Terry Pettit | 
agrees. “She’s the most 
athletic player we’ve had 
at that position,” he said. 
“It’s going to take her 
time to be consistent. And 
it’s going to take time, like 
(it does for) all our other 
great setters, to be comfort- 
able. But ultimately, she will be a 
great player.” 
Nepo’s preparation has included watching 
and learning from Christy Johnson, a two-time All- 
American setter who led Nebraska to the NCAA champi- 
onship in 1995. “The thing Christy did was, she was con- 


sistent,” Nepo said before this season. “That’s what I 
want to do, work on my consistency.” 

Setters are comparable to football quarterbacks in that 
they influence, significantly, their team’s offensive perfor- 
mance. That’s because they’re involved in every play. 
“It’s pretty obvious, the setter touches the ball every time 
it comes over on your side of the net,” Pettit said. “Even 
in hockey, the center might not get the puck. But in vol- 
leyball, the setter always gets the ball. She always touches 
the ball, and she’s always making a decision. So ultimate- 
ly, you play to the level of your setter.” 

A poor performance isn’t necessarily the fault of the 
setter, however. “You also play to the level of your pass- 
ing. So if she’s running all over the court, it’s much more 
difficult,” Pettit said. 

Prior to the season, Nepo was regularly compared to 


Johnson. “T hate this comparing thing,” she told reporters 
at Media Day. “I'd like to make a name for myself and go 
from there.” 

Nebraska’s tradition of outstanding 
setters complicates the situation by 
drawing even more attention to Nepo. 
Beginning with Cathy Noth, who is 
now in her eighth season as a 
Nebraska assistant coach, the Huskers 
have had five All-America setters since 
1983. The others were Johnson, Val 
Novak, Lori Endicott and Annie 
Adamczak. Noth, Endicott, Novak and 
Johnson were two-time All-Americans. 

Tisha Delaney earned second-team All-America hon- 
ors as a Senior in 1986. Best (Stricker) was a three-time 


latest Nebraska 
e Mike We 


Ws! tl bh ti. Ll 


L 
The MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA «y DN ily | 


FOOTBALL aera: = 
MEMORABLE GAMES. 


OVER 1800 COLOR AND BLACK 
AND WHITE PHOTOS. 


PROFILES OF ALL THE COACHES 
REVIEWS FOR ALL GAMES 


INCLUDING BOWL GAMES 
FROM 1973-1995. 


FULL LENGTH HUSKER SONGS 
FROM THE UNL MARCHING BAND 


NEBRASKA RECORDS 


BIOGRAPHIES OF OVER 625 
LETTER WINNERS 


CREee = lpziraiee] 


Volume Il: Ossorne’s Tittes (1973-1995) 


PSE MENTE Ds HOSS LEE STICATT Drew BANS A OTe 


CODE QTY DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL PRICE 


a a EE 
FTowsosdons eG a5% eaustax[ | 
co 


“Please allow 4 to 6 
weeks for delivery 2 Check 
MC 


Creditcard Orders by Phone Call: 1-800-715-2452 Ext. 447 [visa 
= 


HUSKER GLASS, INC. 


841 mga BUSINESS HOURS 6090 ail cia St. 
Omaha, Neb. -F 8- KS Lincoln, Neb. 
397-3100 Bee Se SAD e | 434-5310 


32 OCTOBER S, 1996 


All-Big Eight selection and the con- 
ference Player of the Year in 1993. 

The standard is high. But no one 
doubts Nepo’s ability to meet it. She 
was a USA Today/Mizuno third- 
team All-American as a setter-hitter 
at University High School in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. In addition to 
Hawaii, Georgia Tech, Purdue and 
Clemson were among the other 
schools that recruited her. 

“LT had heard of Nebraska. I knew 
about their program,” Nepo said. 

But it wasn’t until she attended a 
Junior Olympics tryout camp in 
Colorado prior to her senior year in 
high school that she became interest- 
ed in the Huskers. Among the other 
players at the tryout camp were 
Jaime Krondak, Lisa Avery and 
Renee Saunders, all of whom were 
recruited by Nebraska. 

“Everybody was talking about 
what colleges they were going to,” 
Nepo said. “They (the Nebraska 
recruits) all said to me: ‘You're not 
going to Hawaii?’ I told them I 
didn’t want to. So they told me I 
should go to Nebraska. I told them I 
might. They thought I was joking.” 
She was not. 

“My parents wanted me to stay in 
Hawaii. There was pressure from a 
lot of people to stay,” Nepo said. But 
she wanted a change in scenery. 
Nebraska “was something new, 
something different.” 

Nepo was a hitter as well as a set- 
ter in high school. She’s versatile and 
talented enough to play any position 
on the court, according to Pettit. As a 
Husker freshman, Nepo played off 
the bench as a defensive specialist 
and outside hitter. “She could be a 
very good (NCAA) Division I out- 
side hitter, or even a middle blocker 
or right-side player,” Pettit said. 
“Athletically, she’s superior at the 
setter position.” 

Nepo started only one game at 
setter last season. Now, at age 19, the 
job is hers. 

Being a successful setter at the 
highest level of intercollegiate com- 
petition requires emotional maturity 
as well as exceptional athletic skills. 
The setter “makes so many more 
decisions than everybody else, the 
job requires leadership,” said Pettit. 

Nepo has the ability, and more 
importantly the willingness, to make 
decisions. “Fiona handles situations 
well,” Best said. “By the end of this 
season, or next, she'll be able to take 
on more.” 

However, Pettit said, “we’re 
encouraging her to lead by setting 
the ball.” 


Auto, Home, Business, 
Health, and Life. 
If Only We Could Insure 
A Huskers’ Threepeat. 


American Family Insurance Agents throughout Nebraska 
salute the Comhuskers and their dedication to excellence. 


Call the agent nearest you for all of your insurance needs. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 


‘AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ° 
American Family Insurance Group, Home Office — Madison, Wisconsin 53783 
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860 
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A SERVICE OF HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


$2.00 for the first minute 
$1.00 for each minute 
thereafter 
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DON'T MISS OUT! 


Line1 _ Daily Practice Reports 
Check out what happened in practice with 
our updates. This is the only way to get the 
inside scoop daily, unless you're at the 
practice. ON LINE NOW 


Line 2 Game Recaps 

If you want more than the score and can’t 
wait for the magazine, call and get early 
results. Find out who scored the big plays 
and what decided the game. On-line within 
two hours of the end of the game. 


Line 3 Football Recruiting 


Each week we explore who the Huskers are 
chasing and break down the needs by 
position. 


Each prompt is updated 
by 9 p.m. (CDT) unless noted 


FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL 
1-800-397-3715 
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Losi In The Shuffle 


Wide receiver recruits don’t get as much attention as 
the running backs, but they may be just as important 


he first thoughts that 
come to mind when think- 
ing of Nebraska’s offense 
usually concern offensive 
linemen and running 
backs. An option quarter- 
back might sneak into the 
mix, but it’s the offensive 
line and running game 
that is the signature of Nebraska 
football. 

However, one of the keys 
to the Cornhuskers domina- 
tion of the 1990s was Tom 
Osborne’s decision to diversi- 
fy the offense. 

The Huskers kept their sig- 
nature running game while 
opening up the passing attack 
so teams couldn’t stack 
eight or nine men on the By 
line of scrimmage. JAMES 

Recent recruiting HALE 
classes show the Huskers have made 
an effort to sign quarterbacks who 
can throw as well as run. 

To ignite this passing game, the 
Huskers have to team great wide 
receivers with those quarterbacks. 
Like all other positions, the Huskers 
seem to attract some of the best in 
the country because of their success. 
Early on, the Cornhuskers have two 
oral commitments from wide 
receivers, and they haven't had to 
travel far for either. 

Irwin Swinney (6-foot, 180 
pounds, 4.45 in the 40) of Lincoln 
(Northeast) committed back in July 
and immediately gave the 1997 class 
great athleticism at the skill position. 
Swinney is a gifted athlete who also 
could play in the secondary, but he’s 
so good with a football under his 
arm he’ll likely be listed as a wide 
receiver. 

Swinney is a unique story in that 
the 1996 season will be only his sec- 
ond year of organized football. He 
exploded onto the scene his first sea- 
son, catching 46 passes for 555 yards 
and six touchdowns. 

Through two games this season, 
Swinney has caught six passes for 
198 yards and one touchdown, rais- 
ing questions about why a player 
with Swinney’s natural ability is just 
now putting on pads. 

“Before, | was always interested, 
but I put it off to run track,” 


Swinney said. “I just didn’t play, I 
guess. It wasn’t until I moved from 
Dallas to here that I decided to go 
ahead and give it a try. I have 
always had great confidence in 
myself, so I thought even though I 
haven’t played much, I could play it 
very well. I guess so far I have 
proven that I can play pretty well.” 

Swinney has played so well that 
he earned preseason All- 
America honors and accom- 
plished his goal of earning a 
college scholarship at the 
school of his choice. 

“T really didn’t pick 
Nebraska, they sort of 
picked me,” Swinney said. 
“Don’t get me wrong. 
Nebraska is a great college 
or | wouldn’t have accepted their 
scholarship offer. However, when 
they offered, I was just fighting to 
earn a college scholarship. 


“T really 
didn’t care 
where — I just 
wanted to go to 
college. So, 
when a great 
school like 


Nebraska 
offered so early, 
I took it. Now I 
just want to work on being the best 
person and player I can be before 
practice starts next season.” 

Matt Davidson (6-2, 175, 4.5) of 
Tecumsa is a prolific receiver on the 
prep level in Nebraska. 

In 1995, Davidson caught 69 balls 
for 1,516 yards and 26 touchdowns, 
raising his career totals to 106 recep- 
tions for 2,287 yards and 37 touch- 
downs. Those numbers earned 
Davidson a scholarship offer from 
the Huskers, and he was glad to 
accept it. 

“There just isn’t any better pro- 
gram in the country, and it’s always 
been a dream of mine to play at 
Nebraska,” Davidson said. “I loved 
the Nebraska camps in the summer 
and feel that I am getting an oppor- 
tunity to play in the best football sit- 
uation in the nation.” 

David Aaron (6-4, 195, 4.5) of 
Marshall, Texas, is regarded by most 
as the top wide receiver in the Lone 
Star state. Aaron’s combination of 


“T really didn’t pick Nebraska, they sort 
of picked me. Don’t get me wrong. Nebraska 
is a great college or I wouldn’t have accepted 


their scholarship offer. However, when they 

offered, I was just fighting to earn a college 

scholarship.” 
— Irwin Swinney, who has committed to Nebraska 


great size and speed lead to 26 
receptions for 454 yards and 12 
touchdowns last season. 

Aaron, who likely will improve 
on those totals this year, has said 
Texas is the leader along with 
Michigan, UCLA, Notre Dame, 
Miami, Oklahoma and Nebraska. 

Robert Williams (6-4, 216, 4.5) of 
Dallas (Bishop Lynch) is a fantastic 
athlete who could play quarterback, 
wide receiver, outside linebacker or 
free safety. 

A top-20 athlete in Texas, 
Williams says he’s looking at 
Stanford, Texas, Miami, Tennessee, 
Florida State, Nebraska and LSU. 

Raymond Turner (5-10, 166, 4.4) 
from Spring, Texas, is a speed mer- 
chant ranked in the state’s top 100. 
Turner said he wants to take a look 
at Texas A&M, LSU, Tennessee, 
Michigan, Nebraska, Ohio State and 
Florida. Dallas Davis (5-10, 170, 4.5) 
of Ft. Collins, Colo., has one of those 
names that just seems destined for 
stardom. Davis caught 23 passes for 
518 yards and eight touchdowns a 
year ago and is kicking, punting and 
returning kicks this season. In 1996, 
Davis already has 10 catches for 222 
yards, one receiving touchdown, one 
96-yard kickoff return for a score 
and two punt returns for scores. 
Davis would like to hear more from 
the Huskers, but if he doesn’t, 
Wisconsin, Notre Dame, Oregon and 
Northwestern have offered scholar- 
ships. 

Teddy Johnson (6-0, 182, 4.4) of 
Larkin Elgin, Ill., leads a trio of wide 
receivers from Big Ten country who 
are looking at Nebraska. Johnson 
caught 48 passes for 800 yards and 
12 touchdowns a year ago, and 
through three games in 1996 has 12 
catches for 160 yards and two scores. 
Johnson said Northwestern and 
Notre Dame are his early leaders, 
but Nebraska is holding a solid 
third. 

“I’m interested in Nebraska 
because they send a lot of mail to me 
and seem to be very interested,” he 
said. “They seem to want to gradu- 
ate their players and treat them as 
people, not just athletes. My educa- 


tion is very important to me, and a 
school’s academic situation will go a 
long way in determining where I go 
to college.” 

Jamar Gray (6-3, 185, 4.55) of 
Madison East, Wis., and Kahil Hill 
(6-2, 180, 4.5) of lowa City, lowa, 
also are top targets who are said to 
be considering Nebraska. Gray 
caught 24 passes for 448 yards and 


managed eight interceptions on 
defense. Gray reportedly likes 
Northwestern early with Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, Michigan and Iowa in the 
chase. Hill is leaning towards 
Nebraska with lowa, lowa State, 
Illinois and Stanford running close. 
Rossi Martin (6-2, 185, 4.5) of Oak 
Grove, Calif., is one of the big 
prospects on the West Coast. Martin 
said he hopes to visit UCLA, 
California, Washington, Nebraska 
and Colorado. Ja’Warren Hooker (6- 
0, 165, 4.3) of Ellensburg, Wash., has 
speed to burn (10.5 in the 100 
meters), winning the 100-, 200- and 
400-meter sprint titles. Hooker may 
bring that speed to Nebraska, but 
UCLA, Tennessee, Florida State, 
USC, Washington and Oregon are 
also getting looks. Mf 
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BEST 


the numbers game 


tarting for Nebraska and 
wearing jersey No. 28, 
strongside linebacker 
Jamel Williams ... or full- 
back Brian Schuster. 

Take your pick. 

Duplicate jersey numbers have 
become commonplace on the 
Cornhusker football team. With 
more than 150 players and only 98 
numbers to be assigned (Tom 
Novak’s No. 60 is permanently 
retired), it’s a matter of simple math- 
ematics. 

Glen Abbott, Nebraska’s equip- 
ment manager, has had no choice 
but to assign some numbers to two 
players: one on offense and one on 
defense. Rarely have two starters 
shared a number, however. 

Neither Williams nor Schuster 
seems to mind, according to Abbott. 
“1 told each of them that we had 
some open numbers,” Abbott said. 
“They both had a chance to change.” 

But the two seniors declined, say- 
ing, essentially, “thanks but no 
thanks.” They both wore No. 28 last 
season as backups. And they’ll con- 
tinue to wear it now that they are 
starters. 

As with most jersey numbers, 28 
has a distinguished history because 
of the Cornhuskers who have worn 
it. In 1965, for example, the No. 28 


#22: 


#21: Roger Crai 
(1980-82) 


THE 
BEST 


Editor’s Note: This is the fourth of an 11-part series 
featuring our picks as the best players ever to wear 
each jersey number in the modern era. 

Next week we'll break down numbers 31 through 40. 


Warren eae 


(1938-40 


down from two yards out by full- 
back Pete Tatman, giving the 
Cornhuskers a 21-17 lead with 38 
seconds on the clock. 

Oklahoma State wouldn’t quit, 
however, reaching the Nebraska 23- 
yard line with 3 seconds remaining. 
On the final play of the game, 
the Cowboys’ Walt Garrison 
broke through the line of scrim- 
mage and headed toward the 
end zone. He would have made 
SerSsnrs £235 lak 30) it had it not been for Johnson, 
who brought him down at the 
Cornhusker 5-yard line. 

Johnson was a close second to Jeff 
Smith, an early-1980s I-back, for the 
“best” at No. 28 in Huskers 
Illustrated's “By the Numbers.” 

Once again, as mentioned in the 
introduction to this weekly series, 
the “best” designation is arbitrary. 
Choices have been based, as much as 
possible, on statistics and honors. 


#21: Roger Craig 
Also: Derek Brown, Willie Ross 
ranks ninth in career 


jersey belonged to Bill Johnson, a 
senior defensive back from # | 
Stanton, Neb. 

The 1965 team was among / 
Coach Bob Devaney’s best. It was 
arguably his best, having won | 
back-to-back national champi- 
onship. 

The 1965 Cornhuskers 
began the season ranked No. 1 by 
the Associated Press. They dropped, 
inexplicably, to No. 2 following a 
34-14 opening-game_ victory 
against TCU, then dropped to No. 3 
a week later, after a 27-17 victory 
against Air Force. 

A 44-0 victory against Iowa State 
in the third week of the season 
boosted Nebraska back to second. 
The Cornhuskers followed with two 
more shutouts, against Wisconsin : 
(37-0) and Kansas State (41-0), : 
only to drop to No. 3, where IN 
they remained throughout 
what was a 10-0 regular season. 

The ninth of those victories came 
at Stillwater, Okla., against 
Oklahoma State. On that mid- 
November afternoon, Johnson 
earned a special place in Cornhusker 
history. 

After Oklahoma State scored to 
take a 17-14 lead with 5:18 remain- * 
ing, Nebraska mounted a dramatic a 
drive that culminated in a touch- 


s 


is _ best 

_ playing days 
were probably 
in the NFL, Roger 
Craig was good 
enough to be 
our pick for 
jersey No. 21. 


#23: Mark Blazek : Bi , #25:George Sauer 
(1986-88) (1931-33) 


4, 


rushing, despite being hampered by 
injuries as a senior. In three seasons 
he scored 26 touchdowns and 
rushed for 2,446 yards — 1,060 of 
which came when he was a junior. 

Craig was the consummate team 
player, agreeing to try fullback as a 
senior so that he and Mike Rozier 
could be on the field at the same 
time. The experiment was short- 
lived. 

Craig’s most productive game as 
a Cornhusker (and I-back) came in 
1981, when he rushed for 234 yards 
in a 34-14 victory against Florida 
State. 

In the NFL, Craig was a part of 
three Super Bowl champion teams 
with the San Francisco 49ers, for 
whom he played in 1983-90. After 
one year with the Los Angeles 
Raiders (1991), he played his final 
two years with the Minnesota 
Vikings (1992-93). 

Derek Brown, who is sixth on 
Nebraska’s career rushing list 
(2,699), and Willie Ross are among 
others who have worn No. 21 at 
Nebraska. Ross, nicknamed the 
“Twister” for his elusive running 
style, played halfback on Devaney’s 
first two teams. 


#22: Warren Alfson 
Also: Ben Gregory, Dan Schneiss, 
Doug DuBose 

Warren Alfson earned AIll- 
America recognition as a guard on 
the Nebraska team that played in the 
1941 Rose Bowl game. He was a 
two-time All-Big Six honoree, and 
one of the Cornhuskers’ earliest red- 
shirts. 

Alfson, who came from Wisner, 
Neb., worked for three years after 
high school before enrolling at 
Nebraska. He played for the fresh- 
man team in 1936, then sat out the 
1937 season because he didn’t want 
to waste eligibility as a backup to 
older players. He was a 25-year-old, 
fifth-year senior in 1940. 

Ben Gregory, Dan Schneiss and 
Doug DuBose are among the others 
who wore a No. 22 jersey. Gregory 
was a co-captain and halfback in 
1967. Schneiss played fullback and 
was a co-captain on Devaney’s first 
national championship team in 1970. 
DuBose, an I-back, ranks 11th on 
Nebraska’s career rushing list, 
despite playing only two varsity sea- 
sons, 1984 and 1985. 


#26: Tom Rathman 
. (1983-85) 


Wi 


#27; inant Fryar. 
(1981-83). 


#23: Mark Blazek 
Mark Blazek was a two-time aca- 
demic all-conference and Academic 
All-America honoree as a_ safety in 
1987 and 1988. The walk-on from 
Valparaiso, Neb., was chosen by his 
teammates as a co-captain in 1988. rs 


#24: Bill Kosch 

Bill Kosch, whose son, Jesse is __ 
the punter on the 1996 NU «<3 
squad, played safety on | 
Nebraska’s national champi- 
onship teams in 1970 and | 
1971. He was a first-team 
All-Big Eight selection » 
both seasons, earning All- | 
America honorable men- 
tion as well in 1971. ; 

Kosch set what was at 
the time a conference 
career record for intercep- 
tion return yards with 215. 
He accounted for 95 of those 
yards on one return, good for a 
touchdown against Texas A&M 
in 1971. 


#25: George Sauer ; 
Also: Randy Reeves, F 
Dave Mason 4 

George Sauer was a three- 
time All-Big Six back for 
Coach D.X. Bible in the early 
1930s. Sauer earned All- 
America honors as a senior 
in 1933 for an 8-1 team, and 
was inducted into the 
National Football Foundation 
Hall of Fame in 1954, 

Randy Reeves and Dave 
Mason are among the more 
recent Cornhuskers who have 
worn No. 25 jerseys. Reeves, a 
defensive back in the late, 
1960s, was successful off the 
field as well as on it, earning 
prestigious post-graduate 
scholarships from the NCAA 
and National Football 
Foundation/Hall of Fame. 
Mason was the strong safety 
on the 1970-71 national 
championship teams. 


n three 
jeasons, 

om Rathman 
was tackled for 
only four yards 
in losses at 
Nebraska. 


fm 
#28: Jeff Smith ier Jim Pillen #30: Mike Rozier. 
(1982- 84) (1976-78) (1981-83) 
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#26: Tom Rathman 
Also: Wonder Monds, Tony Davis 

This was a toss-up between Tom 
Rathman and Wonder Monds. 

Monds was a two-year starter in 
the secondary, after transferring 
from Indian Hills Community 
College. The Ft. Pierce, Fla., native 
earned All-America recognition as a 
senior in 1975. 

But in a close decision, we gave 
the nod to Rathman, who lettered in 
1983, 1984 and 1985. He established 
a standard by which Cornhusker 
fullbacks are measured. He rushed 
for 1,425 yards and eight touch- 
downs during his career, always 
always moving ahead. In three sea- 
sons, he was tackled for losses total- 
ing only four yards. 

“Tough” Tony Davis, a rugged 
running back in the Rathman mold, 
lettered for coach Tom Osborne’s 
teams in 1973, 1974 and 1975. 


#27: Irving Fryar 

Irving Fryar was an easy pick for 
this number. He was a consensus 
All-American wingback on the 
“Scoring Explosion” team in 1983 
and the first player chosen in the 
1984 National Football League draft. 

He ranks fifth on Nebraska’s 
career list for pass receptions, with 
67, and second in receiving yards, 
with 1,196. (Johnny Rodgers is first 
in both categories.) 


never more apparent than in the 
Cornhuskers’ 84-13 victory over 
Minnesota in 1983. Fryar had 253 all- 
purpose yards, despite limited 
action. He rushed three times 
for 92 yards and one touch- _ 
down and caught two > 
passes for 138 yards and wy 
two touchdowns. He also 
returned three punts for 23 
yards. 


#28: Jeff Smith 


I-back Jeff Smith was a co-cap- * 
tain in 1984, when he led the Big ~ 


Eight in all-purpose yardage, 
despite being hampered by an 
ankle sprain. He led the nation 

in rushing after three games, ff 
before suffering the injury. 
He finished with 935 
yards. 

Smith replaced an 
injured Mike Rozier in the | 
1984 Orange Bowl 
game and_ scored 
Nebraska’s final two 
touchdowns. Even 
though he played 
only 18 minutes of that game, 
he rushed for 99 yards — on 
only nine carries. He ranks 
17th on the Cornhuskers’ 
career rushing list with 1,992 
yards and scored 19 touchdowns. 


#29: Jim Pillen 
Jim Pillen, who lettered as a 
strong safety, or “monster back” in 
1976, 1977 and 1978, played his best 
in big games. He was chosen as ABC 


Bob Ho 
team a 


Irving Fryar was ’ 
on everyone’s (including Also: Bill Thornton, 
) All-American 
r his incredible 
1983 season. 


Mike Rozier 
set the 
standard that 
all modern-day 
Husker rushers 
are measured 
against. 


elevision’s “Defensive Player of the 


Game” for his performance in both a 


31-24 Nebraska upset of Alabama in 
1977 and in the Cornhuskers’ 17-14 
upset of Oklahoma in 1978. 

In the Oklahoma game, Pillen 
made eight tackles and recovered 
two of the Sooners’ nine fumbles. 

He was a two-time, first-team All- 
Big Eight pick, as well as a two-time 
academic all-conference honoree. 


#30: Mike Rozier 


Craig Johnson 

This is another no- 
brainer. Nebraska I- 
back Mike Rozier won 
Nebraska’s second Heisman Trophy, 
in 1983 after rushing for 2,148 yards 
to lead the nation. That total is the 
third-highest in NCAA Division I-A 
history. 

Rozier rushed for 4,780 yards 
during his career with the 
Cornhuskers (seventh on the NCAA 
Division I-A all-time list), averaging 
more than seven yards per carry. He 
scored 49 touchdowns and was the 
first player chosen in the 1984 USFL 
and NFL supplemental drafts. 

He still holds 28 individual game, 
season and career records at NU. 
Fullback Bill Thornton, a co-captain 
in 1962, and I-back Craig Johnson, a 
Kansas nemesis from 1978 to 1980, 
are among other Cornhuskers who 
have worn jersey No. 30. 
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International 
Talent Allows 


NU Cross Country 


influx Of 


Huskers To 

Set Lofty 
Goals 

e Mike Friend 


Seeks Big 12 Title 


Balasz Tolgesi is one of several 
NU track stars to join the 
Huskers’ cross country team. 


University of Nebraska 
here was a time when cross 
country was no more than a 
way for track stars to 
improve and stay in shape. 
Now, cross country and 
track have achieved similar 
status. 

The Nebraska men’s cross 
country team, with the help 
of some solid track talent 

and some new athletes, is ready to 
take to the hill this season in search 
of an invitation to the NCAA cham- 
pionship meet. 

“T really think this men’s team has 
the chance to be the best team we’ve 
had since 1989,” Nebraska cross 
country head coach Jay Dirksen said. 
“If we stay healthy, I really think we 
can have a pretty 
good team.” 

It’s because of 
runners like 
Balasz Tolgesi, a 
native of 
Szekesfehervar, 
Hungary, and 
Jonah Kiptarus, a 
native of Kenya, that the Huskers 
have hope and vision for a strong 
season. 

‘Balasz has always been more of 
a track athlete, but he is quite effec- 
tive as a cross country runner,” 


42 OCTOBER S, 1996 


Dirksen said. “Even though he really 
isn’t a cross country guy, he has 
always battled hard, and he is 
always very competitive. Plus, he 
gets better and better every time he 
runs. And this is Jonah’s first year in 
cross country, but we’re expecting 
some good things from him, as 
well.” 

Tolgesi, who came to the United 
States when Iowa State recruited 
him four years ago, spent his fresh- 
man and sophomore years at 
Missouri Valley Community College 
because the Cyclones didn’t have an 
extra scholarship for him. When it 
came time for him to leave Missouri 
Valley, Iowa State still did not have 
a scholarship available. In jumped 
Dirksen and Nebraska. 

“He's a great person, a good ath- 


lete and a good student,” 
Dirksen said of Tolgesi. “He 
speaks Hungarian, German, 
Russian and English. He’s a 
real interesting person.” 

Tolgesi sees 1996 as not only 
his last collegiate opportunity 
— his eligibility expires after 
the first semester — but also 
another chance to better him- 
self as a runner. 

“We're going to have such a 
great team. I just want to be 
in the top three on our team,” 
Tolgesi said. “It is a challenge 
just to keep up with these 
guys. 

“T look around at practice 
and see all of our guys run- 
ning so well, and it really 
makes it easier to get moti- 
vated and run. You just get 
the feeling that you don’t want to 
fall behind.” 

The Husker men struggled 
through a difficult season last fall. 
Nebraska came away with a sixth- 
place finish at the final Big Eight 
Conference meet, and an eighth- 
place performance at the NCAA 
District V meet. But Tolgesi, along 
with fellow track standout Kiptarus, 
and Barton County Community 
College transfers Cleophus Boor and 
Philip Maiyo — both of whom, like 
Kiptarus, are from Kenya — could 
produce results in 1996 that might 
even surprise Dirksen. 

According to Dirksen, it is 
Kiptarus, who finished two places 
ahead of Tolgesi at last spring's 
NCAA Track and Field 
Championships, who may make the 


“T really think this 
men’s team has the 
chance to be the best 


team we’ve had 


since 1989.” 


— Jay Dirksen Fs a: Ly 
NU cross country coach fa) 


ultimate difference in taking the 
Huskers to their best output since 
the 1989 campaign, when Nebraska 
finished eighth at the NCAA meet. 
“Jonah may be one of the better run- 
ners in the country,” Dirksen said. 
“On paper, people might think that 
we really don’t have a whole lot of 
people coming back, but we do, and 
we have a lot of talent coming in.” 

Tolgesi, one of only two seniors 
on the squad, is among the most tal- 
ented in the Big 12. He has been 
clocked in the mile-equivalent at a 
world-class 3:52. Proof of that came 
in the 1996 Summer Olympics in 
Atlanta, where Tolgesi ran his way 
to the semifinals of the 1,500-meter 
run. And, according to Dirksen, 
Kiptarus is just as fast. 

But the Huskers will look to the 
new faces to take them over the 
edge. Boor, Maiyo, senior David 
Olson, junior Aaron Johnson and 
sophomore Lou Patricca give the 
team a solid starting seven. 

“Some of the older guys, who 
weren't real pleased with the results 
last year, see the potential we have 
coming up,” Dirksen said. “The 
training has been top-notch. I think 
the guys looked at it and said: ‘Hey, 
we have the chance to be a pretty 
darn good team.’ Everything has 
been really positive.” 

While the men may expect solid 
improvement and results in 1996, 
Dirksen isn’t quite sure what to 
expect from the Husker women. “I 
really don’t know much about them 
yet,” he said. “The ability is there, 
but there are so many questions. | 
don’t know how it is all going to 
come together.” 

One of the questions involves 
junior Nora Shepard, who has been 
set back a bit with nagging knee 
problems. She will need to be at full 
speed for the team to be successful. 

Dirksen also is counting on the 
experience of seniors Christina 
Blackmer and Sherri Elwood- 
Macfee. “Christina just had a great 
summer of training, and we really 
think that Sherri is going to have a 
good year,” Dirksen said. “But so 
much is going to depend on youth, 
and injuries.” 

The Husker women finished third 
at the 1995 NCAA District V meet, 
narrowly missing the NCAA 
Championships. 

The Nebraska men’s and women’s 
squads will face tough tests at the 
Pre-NCAA Invitational in Tucson, 
Ariz., on Oct. 19, before competing 
in the Big 12 and NCAA District 
meets in November. 


We're Your Game Koom Headquarters! 


Showroom Hrs: 
Mon-Sat 9-6 & Sun 1-5 


2019 Hwy 2, Lincoln 
402-423-5000 


SOUTHWEST TIRE CO. 


“It’s Right or We Make It Right” 


YOUR AUTO AND LIGHT TRUCK 
HEADQUARTERS 


GOODYEAR TIRES AND AUTO SERVICE... 
FOR MORE GOOD YEARS IN YOUR CAR 


¢ Oil-Lube-Filter 

¢ Transmission Service 

¢ Air Conditioning Service 
¢ Goodyear Tires 

e Tune-Ups 

¢ Wheel Alignment 


13736 Q ST. 
OMAHA, NE 


(402) 895-6555 


QUALITY 
& INNOVATION 
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¢ The mini-dish you don't have to buy. 


¢ Up to 95 channels of movies, sports, family 
programming and more. 


¢ Equipment, programming and maintenance 
starting at about a dollar a day *. 


¢ Digital technology for the most advanced 
picture and sound. 


¢ All available from one company, with just one 
easy phone call. 


¢ Monthly program guide at no additional cost. 


If youre looking for great entertainment and great value, 
there's only one satellite TV company to consider. PRIMESTAR. 
Why not give us a call and sign up today. 


The best value in Satellite TV. 


PRIMESE2X” 


CALL: 1-800-213-1535 


Prices may vary by region. Does not include installation or premium services. 


CSU REVIEW 


From page 21 


so, the Rams, who came to town 
averaging nearly 500 yards of total 
offense and 40 points per game, held 
their own for a while. Nebraska 
didn’t take control until the final 
minutes of the first half, after CSU 
quarterback Moses Moreno teamed 
with Geoff Turner on a 32-yard 
touchdown pass to make the score 
14-6. 

Rush end Grant Wistrom, who 
blocked a field goal attempt after 
Colorado State reached the 
Cornhusker 12-yard line on its first 
possession, also blocked the Rams’ 
extra-point kick. The junior from 
Webb City, Mo., was credited with 
six tackles, including one quarter- 
back sack. 

Middle linebacker Jon Hesse 
proved to be Colorado State’s 
biggest problem, however. The 
senior finished with an unofficial 
total of 11 tackles and one sack. 

“At 14-6, I didn’t feel at all com- 
fortable,” said Osborne. “The last 
three minutes of the half really 
changed the complexion of the 
game. You never know. They could 
hit a couple of deep balls.” 

Before the intermission, Nebraska 
countered the Colorado State touch- 
down with 10 points. Frost directed 
and capped a nine-play, 67-yard 
drive with a 4-yard touchdown run 
with 56 seconds left. Then Kris 
Brown followed with a 27-yard field 
goal as time elapsed to boost the 
lead to 24-6. 

Osborne used the second half to 
reward his reserves — 98 players 
saw action. 

“They beat us every which way 
possible,” Colorado State Coach 
Sonny Lubick said of the 
Cornhuskers, who dropped to No. 7 
(USA Today/CNN) and No. 8 
(Associated Press) in the polls after 
the loss at Arizona State. “They’ve 
got a lot of character and pride in 
themselves.” 

Even so, Nebraska was question- 
ing itself, which is only natural. 

“To tell you the truth, before the 
game started, I didn’t know what 
was going to happen,” Osborne said. 
“| thought they might come in here 
and beat us. That might sound like a 
strange thing to say ...’ 

“Certainly, (the loss) a week ago 
shook us a little bit. Maybe we need- 
ed that.” 

It seemed like old times in the 
post-game interview room. Hf 
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An NFL Collectible 
20”x26” numbered limited color lithograph 
for the BEST FANS IN THE NFL! 


ORDER TODAY 
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ADDRESS: 
PHONE: 


Make check payable to: 


Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery 


C] Check CL] Money Order 


R.B. Sales #____ Numbered Lithograph @ $48.00 
8 #____ Numbered Lithograph 

6936 W. 119° St. #254 Signed by Artist/Writer @ $74.00 

Overland Park, KS 66213 $ Total Enclosed 
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“THE CHIEF” 


A MIGHTY WARRIOR 

WHO KNOWS NO FEAR 

BUT WELCOMES ONLY THE BATTLE 
BEFORE HIM 

FOR HE HAS WALKED MANY MILES 

THE SUN HAS BECOME HIS BROTHER 

THE MOON AT NIGHT HIS STAR 

ILLUMINATING A VISION OF VICTORY. 


AND ON HIS DAY OF CHALLENGE 

THE EAGLE SOARS ABOVE HIM 
IN SILENT WATCH 

KNOWING THE CHIEF STANDS 
NOT ALONE 

FOR THE WIND OF COURAGE 

AND THE SPIRIT OF GREATNESS 

ARE HIS TRUE COMPANIONS. 


AND IN THE END; AS THE SUN SETS 
THE CHIEF STANDS UPON 

SACRED BATTLEGROUND 
HIS ENEMY AT HIS FEET, DEFEATED 
HE HEARS THE FAINT CRY OF 

AN EAGLE 
IN THE DISTANCE AS HE TURNS 

TO WALK AWAY 
A MESSAGE ECHOES ACROSS 

THE CANYON; 
SPEAKING OF A “MIGHTY CHIEF” 
WHO HAS NOW 
BECOME A LEGEND... 


by Connie Jo Schmitt 
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TO ORDER BY PHONE 
CALL TOLL FREE 


800-230-3831 


The 1996 Season on Video! 


IT’S NOT TOO LATE! You can order the Entire 
1996 season on video. Now is the time to order 
your own Video Subscription. .. 


When you purchase your 1996 Video Subscription, each week 
during the season* you will receive . . . *including post season games 

* A video of the previous Saturday’s game in its entirety complete with audio 
and coach Osborne's exclusive post game commentary! 

* Prompt delivery with your choice of postage: Tapes are processed and sent on 
Monday to arrive at your mail box in 2 days if you select Priority Mail! 


* You receive all games already played if ordering after the start of the season. 


Cha mupoSis ip Seasons on Video! 


ker seasons will 


go down as two of the finest seasons in Husker Football History! } Now * you 
1 season on video! Every play of every game on separate 90 minute videos, complete with 
i iginal broadcasts for audio!! POrderthe whole seasons or indi vidual sames of your choice.. 

A video ry to be valued for years to come, order yours t ! 
er Video has the best of yesteryear available! The Classic Archives include the '70 & ‘71 


me of the Centu ITy | witl h i yle Bremser and many oth ler games ; of interest from the past! 


YES! SEND MY HUSKER VIDEO ORDER TO... 
NAME 


ADDRESS is Method of Payment: [_]Checkenclosed []Visa [_]MC 
CITY, STATE, ZIP Card No. / Exp. Date 


Order options, check selection(s): 

[_] ENTIRE 1996 SEASON ( PRIORITY MAIL). $154 + $45 S&H 
[_] ENTIRE 1996 SEASON (4th CLASS MAIL ). $154 + $25 S&H 
[_] ENTIRE 1995 CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON. $199 

[_] ENTIRE 1994 CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON. $210 

[[] FREE BROCHURE. 


Cardholder Information: 
NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 
DAYTIME PHONE 


( Lincoln res. add 6.5 % sales tax, other Neb. residents add appropriate sales tax ) 


MAIL YOUR ORDER TO: HUSKER VIDEO - PO BOX 5273 - LINCOLN NE 68505 
OR CALL 1 (800) 230 - 3831 


THIS FANTASTIC OFFER: 


ae 


| Huskersalllustrated 


Soe 
| | 


\ y “a | 
') 


| \ Buffalpes, 
aiic 


Ln ATs, 


~ ESSEOndiCineseninte #4 
DATERIAIS BUEASE icy) 


[ | YES! please send me a subscription to 


Save 15%! Receive 17 issues for only $42.90 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE ( ) [__] Renewal [_]New Subscription 


L] Visa 


[=] Payment Enclosed [] Bill Me Charge my: [] MC 


Card No. 


Exp. Date 
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There are diehard fans. 
And then there are CORNHUSKER FANS. 


A diehard fan will sit in snow, sleet and rain. A Husker fan will 4 
sit in snow, sleet and rain for 22 hours to buy tickets to sit 
in the snow, sleet and rain. ou’ re Riddell’s kind of fan.| 
Collegiate Sports Collectibles from Riddell were made for your gg 
kind of memories. Beautiful. Long lasting. With attention to 
each and every detail. What else would you expect from an 
official supplier to the Cornhusker football team? Nothing 
CoC Chee Nothing but the | 

the fans in the stands. 


(4) Riddell’s Collegiate Authentic Helmet. This is 
the real thing, just like those worn on game days. 
With polycarbonate shell, steel polyvinyl-coated 
facemask, inflatable liner system, 
authe pie team decals and chin strap. 


.95 (2) Deluxe Replica Husker Helmet. 
This full-size replica of the actual game 
( helmet features an ABS plastic shell, 
=~ gteel polyvinyl-coated facemask, realistic 
jawpads, decals with authentic Husker team “ 
erful young player, 
-or a retiring older one! Not for competitive play. 
Chin strap included. $99.95 (3) Authentic Miniature 
Husker Helmet. This half-size mini 
is made to Riddell specifications, 
with the same polycarbonate shell 
and steel polyvinyl-coated facemask 
as full-size Collegiate Authentic 
Helmets. Fully detailed. $49.95 (4. Replica 
Mini Husker Helmet. Half the size of game 
helmets, but fully detailed. ABS plastic 
AMM Great for collecting.| $24.95 
(6.) Mini Husker Football Helmet Lamp. 18 inches 
high. Colorful mini helmet, mounted on sturdy oak base with brass 
components and soft white shade. $49.95 


Okay you Husker fans--we’ve got your number. 
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A| -888 -4TH-D OWN (1-888-484-3696) Toll Fr 
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Item # Item Name Item Cost Q Total . Shipping 


3 ae ae 
HEA 50-20 
Te 001-70 i 
ranaeer .01 - 150.00 i ly 
$ 150.01- 275.00 City . > State Zip 
$275.01 And Up ( ) ( ) 
Merchandise Tota Daytime Phone Evening Phone 


ae Rush shipping services are available. For 
If shipping to WI address overnight service, add an additional $17.50 Enclose your personal check or money order made payable to Collegiate Sports 


Add 5.6% tox to subtotal to your shipping cost; for 2-day service, add Collectibles. Please do not send cash. For credit card orders, complete the 
Shipping an additional $8.00. information below: 
Plus, Rush Shipping Mail this order form to: QCLVISA MasterCard © American Express i Discover 
(if applicable) Collegiate Sports Collectibles 
TOTAL PO Box 542 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0542 


Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 


Account # Expiration Date 


TM/© Riddell Inc. 1996 Signature 


